
Questions for Georgetown City Council Candidates

What was the most important factor that influenced your decision to run for Georgetown
City Council?

I moved to Georgetown 12 years ago and have lived in District 1 since day one. In
that time, I have seen very little engagement or communication from our district
representative. I believe it is the job of an elected official to represent and
advocate for their district and to do that effectively you must be communicating
with your constituents regularly and in many ways. I am running to give District 1
back the voice we deserve on City Council. Through my strong communication
skills and ability to work effectively with others I will engage in regular, open and
transparent conversations with citizens in District 1, city staff and fellow city
council members to ensure that the thoughts, ideas and needs of District 1 are
heard and acted upon.

What is your ideal vision for the future of economic development in Georgetown?

My ideal vision respects the unique history and character of our city and
preserves and protects its historic assets, while providing a place where every
resident can live, work and play if they so choose. That requires that we attract
high quality employers, have a mix of housing types that are attainable to all
citizens and allocate economic development dollars to both local small
businesses and larger businesses to ensure we have a variety of options. We also
need to distribute the commercial build to all areas of the city to ensure all
citizens have access to desired amenities.

A council member is elected by the voters of their district, but each district has
businesses who employee our citizens, provide sales tax for the City of Georgetown,
and pay taxes. How do you envision balancing the interest of citizens of your district
with the businesses within your district?

It is my personal objective to be open minded, transparent and accessible to my
constituents in District 1 but also to the entire Georgetown community. This is an
area where, as a council representative, you have to weigh the needs of the
district and the city as a whole. I believe you are elected by your district but
represent the City of Georgetown. I will strive to always prioritize the specific
needs of District 1 but also keep in mind the entire community.

The City of Georgetown called a mobility bond. Based on the current information
available, would you have supported the call for a bond vote? Why? Were there any
projects you think should have been added or removed?



I support the call for the bond. In this time of rapid growth, I believe it is important
to be forward thinking and proactive about mobility versus being reactive. I like
the inclusion of investments in all of our transportation infrastructure, including
sidewalks, bike lanes, bridges and pedestrian safety measures.

What is the biggest infrastructure gap facing your district in Georgetown?

The biggest infrastructure gaps facing District 1 are:

● Improving mobility by adding sidewalks, bike lanes & traffic signals and
decreasing traffic speeds to improve the walkability and drivability of the
district.

● Providing or improving access to businesses that provide needed services,
such as grocery stores and healthcare facilities.

● Providing innovative and accessible public transportation options.

Over the coming years, there will be multiple infrastructure projects throughout the
community. These projects will impact businesses. How do you plan to work with
contractors and City Staff to ensure the businesses do not have another unnecessary
burden on their operations?

Communication is key! We need to work with all parties to have a cohesive and
comprehensive plan for signage and public notification, and try to phase the
construction to ensure it is spread throughout the city. It is essential to
communicate as thoroughly as possible with COGT staff, affected businesses,
district 1 and all parties involved to mitigate undue burden and frustration from
businesses and citizens.

The Chamber surveyed our members and 80% of those surveyed agreed or strongly
agreed that “government should avoid action that unnecessarily raises the cost of
housing so that our housing is as obtainable as possible for the community's workforce.”
Based on these results, how can local government avoid action that unnecessarily
raises the cost of housing?

City Council should never support anything that “unnecessarily” raises the cost
of housing. If it is unnecessary, then why would the council support it?  I believe
the city should attempt to limit city development fees that impact housing costs
and streamline the Development and Permit process for new construction while
making every effort to have new neighborhoods within our city limits & tax base
as opposed to ETJ.

What is your stance on raising taxes? How can the city balance the commercial tax rate
vs the residential tax rate?



I will work to maintain a low city tax rate. Council sets one tax rate for both
commercial and residential properties. Homeowners should be taking advantage
of their homestead exemptions and in District 1, I want to ensure homeowners are
aware of that option.

What is the biggest concern you have heard from businesses and how do you plan to
address these concerns?

I am hearing from businesses they need support to move forward successfully
from COVID19. In this unprecedented time, public health and wellbeing need to
remain top of mind. However, we cannot lose sight of the importance of
maintaining a healthy economy. Our businesses, citizens and community depend
on our city being open for business, ensuring citizens have jobs and that our
businesses continue to thrive. I will be a champion for local businesses and will
support measures that are fiscally responsible and conservative in managing city
expenses and priorities that allow us to adjust and recover from COVID19. Local
government must ensure that our business community has the support it needs
to not only survive but thrive.

What do you think has been our City's greatest accomplishment within the past 10
years?

Over the last decade, we have seen an unprecedented amount of investment into
the heart of Georgetown, our downtown square and historic districts, which has
led to the renovation and preservation of our community’s greatest historic
assets.

What makes you the ideal candidate for the City Council position?

I am an experienced community advocate, preservationist and non-partisan
leader. I put people first and it is my goal to give District 1 the voice we deserve. I
have served on many non-profit and civic boards and am a co-founder of a
downtown business. In my many volunteer roles and in my current position at
Southwestern University, I communicate and engage with many people from all
walks of life to build relationships and find ways to work effectively together to
advance the mission of the University and the organizations in which I am
involved . I feel these skills will translate well into my role on city council as I
engage in regular, open and transparent conversations with citizens in District 1,
city staff and fellow city council members to ensure that the thoughts, ideas and
needs of District 1 are heard and acted upon.

What do you believe is the biggest threat Georgetown faces, and how would you
address the issue if elected?

Managing growth appropriately. As our community grows, we need to be
proactive and it is critical to plan for both the short and long term. Creating
innovative solutions as we expand our water and electricity and keeping our



citizens safe by supporting first responders are key in managing growth
effectively. Clear and consistent policies, fiscal responsibility and respectful
development help maintain our small-town charm while providing amenities and
resources of larger cities while not overlooking our more vulnerable residents.

In January 2020, the Chamber sent a letter to City Council in support of City Council
adding downtown parking. The Chamber’s Board was indifferent on location and
encouraged council to move forward with the addition of parking.  As of March 2021,
there has been no progress on additional parking structure in downtown. What is your
solution for parking in downtown Georgetown?

The need for public parking is imminent and I understand why our downtown
business owners, citizens and visitors to Georgetown are eager for parking
options.  I am in favor of a well-designed well located (ideally close to our
downtown core) parking solution for downtown that meets our design guidelines
and our Unified Development Code, and that fits into the fabric of downtown. I
believe that as we move forward we need a process that engages the citizens,
business and property owners as well as experts in this area to weigh all the pros
and cons of all the options available to the city.

Please provide the following:

Name: Amanda Parr

Position Seeking: City Council, District 1

Campaign Website: www.amandaforgeorgetown.com

Campaign Facebook Account: FB.com/amandaforgeorgetown


