
Questions for Georgetown City Council Candidates 
Please provide the following: 

Name: Jason Righteous Norwood  

Position Seeking: City Council District 5 

Campaign Website: https://jason4georgetown.com/ 

Campaign Facebook Account: https://www.facebook.com/jason4georgetown/ 

What was the most important factor that influenced your decision to run for 
Georgetown City Council? 

 My decision run was a confluence between my ultimate goal in life as a father to do 
what is best for my children and because I reached out to the incumbent and didn't 
receive any responses to my questions. I feel that representative democracy only works 
if the individual who is our chosen representative is in tune with the issues and desires 
of the populace. As such it became my goal, given my background in planning and 
communications while serving as an operations officer in the Army, to be a hub for both 
incoming and outgoing information as it pertains to our district with both my constituents 
and city council as a whole. 

 

What is your ideal vision for the future of economic development in Georgetown?   

 Georgetown is growing and I am certain everyone wants that to happen. The only 
variants in people's opinion is how fast and how big. Economic development must not 
outpace our town's ability to provide workers and clients for Georgetown business. The 
economic development of our town is thus tied to our town's ability to grow in a way and 
at a rate that will not forgo the "home town feel" of our community. 

A council member is elected by the voters of their district, but each district has 
businesses who employee our citizens, provide sales tax for the City of 
Georgetown, and pay taxes. How do you envision balancing the interest of 
citizens of your district with the businesses within your district?  

 From my 1st military science classic West Point I was taught that commissioned 
officers are supposed to focus on the mission; while non commissioned officers are 
supposed to focus on the people. My only issue with that outlook is the fact that no 
mission can be done without people and in fact a lack of quality people that are 
prepared will disrupt any mission. Similarly I look at the juxtaposition of business and 
voters when it comes to their individual monetary interests. As a small business owner I 
am very aware that disposable income is necessary for people to want to utilize my 
business. Equally I do not want to put my business in a position where it is economically 
impossible to sustain ourselves. This can be done by accurately identifying both the 



needs of the people and the needs of business and making it a point to address their 
individual needs in different tax plans in an open forum so that people and businesses 
know what's going on and have a say in the way we govern ourselves. 

The City of Georgetown called a mobility bond. Based on the current information 
available, would you have supported the call for a bond vote? Why? Were there 
any projects you think should have been added or removed? 

I have absolutely supported the call for mobility bond given some of the issues that we 
have with transportation in our community. Equally I am in favor of a public transit 
system that is better thought out and provides for both the growing younger population 
that has disposable income but has yet to gain access to a vehicle; and the older 
Georgetown population that may not feel comfortable driving all the time like my mother-
in-law who no longer drives at night. Mobility must be a multi-faceted attack, building 
roads, providing public transit, parking etc. are all a part of what needs to be provided in 
order to make mobility a priority for future projects. 

What is the biggest infrastructure gap facing your district in Georgetown? 

The number one infrastructure issue in my district is the airport; both the apparent need 
to expand it and the possible lack of environmental protections given its precarious 
position on top of an aquifer recharge zone. Equally my district could be served better 
by attainable housing, particularly given the immediate increase in housing costs that 
have arisen since the covid-19 pandemic. As the housing market increases so will our 
disparity in attainable housing availability. 

Over the coming years, there will be multiple infrastructure projects throughout 
the community. These projects will impact businesses. How do you plan to work 
with contractors and City Staff to ensure the businesses do not have another 
unnecessary burden on their operations?  

PLANNING. The lack of an understanding of implementation level of city planning is 
distressing.  Both city council and my constituents deserve to have a better 
understanding of how plans will be executed when put in place. Particularly so all 
individuals both businesses and citizens can better plan how to adjudicate the issues 
that city improvements in infrastructure projects create. Infrastructure is incredibly 
important and is a requirement for growing city, however we could mitigate how those 
projects negatively affect the very same people they are supposed to be helping. 

The Chamber surveyed our members and 80% of those surveyed agreed or 
strongly agreed that “government should avoid action that unnecessarily raises 
the cost of housing so that our housing is as obtainable as possible for the 
community's workforce.” Based on these results, how can local government 
avoid action that unnecessarily raises the cost of housing?   

 The 1st thing our city council needs to do is recognize the fact that attainable housing is 
actually something that is wanted in our community. Given our city council's current lack 



of prioritization for attainable housing it seems as if they are unaware that such an issue 
is needed.  After speaking at length to the home builders association of northern Austin 
they provided me with a number of insights into how pproperty over-regulation can 
significantly decrease the cost of housing which in turn would decrease the cost to the 
buyer. Making housing more attainable for Georgetown residents without necessitating 
a need for a large rental population. 

What is your stance on raising taxes? How can the city balance the commercial 
tax rate vs the residential tax rate?  

I, like a good number of hard working Americans, am against raising taxes; unless  the 
reason is significant. Education and public safety are examples. Balancing the tax 
burden between business and citizenry can be accomplished by bracketing taxes for 
business based on vulnerability, particularly the first few years of a business’ creation, 
and a paying back school bonds early. 

What is the biggest concern you have heard from businesses and how do you 
plan to address these concerns? 

Businesses in my district are currently unable to grow because of the increased price of 
building.  That tied to a lack of mobility, which will hopefully be addressed in this mobility 
bond, are the most significant issues that my constituents face. I say this with an 
understanding that I am constantly polling my constituents and trying to get a better 
understanding of what they want and need. My phone number 254 419 9371 is on all 
my material for precisely that reason. 

What do you think has been our City's greatest accomplishment within the past 
10 years? 

Being able to maintain its character despite overwhelming growth.  Georgetown reminds 
me of my high school Hometown that, over the period of 10 years directly after my high 
school graduation, Grew so fast it was completely unrecognizable.  

What makes you the ideal candidate for the City Council position?   

I listen. I am currently in a master's program for counselling at Texas A&M and work 
with CPS as a visitation supervisor. It is my job to listen and I take that job seriously. As 
a councilmember I will listen to my constituents and make their concerns my own. 

What do you believe is the biggest threat Georgetown faces, and how would you 
address the issue if elected? 

Losing itself;  as previously stated we must maintain our home town feel while 
expanding. This can only be.done through carefully planning and communicating. 

In January 2020, the Chamber sent a letter to City Council in support of City 
Council adding downtown parking. The Chamber’s Board was indifferent on 
location and encouraged council to move forward with the addition of parking.  



As of March 2021, there has been no progress on additional parking structure in 
downtown. What is your solution for parking in downtown Georgetown?  

Several 2 story parking areas as opposed to one larger building that may become a 
negatively aesthetic focal point in the city center. In this manner we also increase the 
probability of foot traffic to ALL businesses downtown and help increase the likelihood 
that our town center will maintain its charm. 

 

 

 

 


