
Questions for Georgetown City Council Candidates 
Please provide the following: 

Name: Kevin Pitts 

Position Seeking: Georgetown City Council District 5 

Campaign Website: kevinforgeorgetown.com 

Campaign Facebook Account: Facebook.com/kp4d5 

What was the most important factor that influenced your decision to run for 
Georgetown City Council? 

After completing Leadership Georgetown with the Chamber in 2013, I was able to see 
the big picture of the Georgetown Community. At graduation of the Leadership program, 
participants were required to make a commitment as to how they plan to lead in 
Georgetown going forward. I felt the greatest individual impact I could have for the 
community was on the Georgetown City Council and I committed to running for council. 
Not long after I made that commitment to my peers, my wife and I welcomed our first of 
two daughters. My daughters mean the world to me and setting an example for them so 
they know giving back to the community you live in drives me now.  

What is your ideal vision for the future of economic development in Georgetown?   

I would love for every citizen of Georgetown to be able to work in Georgetown and not 
have to drive I-35 to get to their job. I feel the city has a strong strategy for economic 
development and we need to stay the course to create more jobs for our residents.  

A council member is elected by the voters of their district, but each district has 
businesses who employee our citizens, provide sales tax for the City of 
Georgetown, and pay taxes. How do you envision balancing the interest of 
citizens of your district with the businesses within your district?  

In my first term on the city council, I have treated residents within my district and outside 
my district the same. I feel I am elected by the residents of District 5 but I represent the 
whole city. I have taken this same approach with the businesses of Georgetown.  

The City of Georgetown called a mobility bond. Based on the current information 
available, would you have supported the call for a bond vote? Why? Were there 
any projects you think should have been added or removed? 

I did vote in favor of calling for a bond vote. I did so because there are many roads at or 
above their designed capacity and bonds are essentially the only way the city pays for 
large scale road improvements. I would not have added or removed anything from the 
slate of projects.  

What is the biggest infrastructure gap facing your district in Georgetown? 



Water and waste water are needed up and down 195 and, in the area known as the 
triangle just north of 195 and west of I-35. If infrastructure is located in areas such as 
these, then inevitable growth will be able to happen in areas with major road ways 
prepared to handle more traffic. This will help relieve roads like Williams, Austin, 
Leander, and 29.  

Over the coming years, there will be multiple infrastructure projects throughout 
the community. These projects will impact businesses. How do you plan to work 
with contractors and City Staff to ensure the businesses do not have another 
unnecessary burden on their operations?  

Working directly with contractors for the city is not within the role of a city council 
member. Councils’ role is to set policy and budget. When it comes to capital 
improvements that may hamper business, I would advocate to program improvements 
equitably throughout the city to make sure one certain area is not bearing the brunt.  

The Chamber surveyed our members and 80% of those surveyed agreed or 
strongly agreed that “government should avoid action that unnecessarily raises 
the cost of housing so that our housing is as obtainable as possible for the 
community's workforce.” Based on these results, how can local government 
avoid action that unnecessarily raises the cost of housing?   

The term “unnecessarily” is a relative term. The city council recently approved 
Transportation Impact Fees that will undoubtedly increase the cost of housing. The fees 
will be used to improve or possibly build new roads. Are those fees necessary? I believe 
council must be cognizant that fees and increased regulation increase the cost to 
develop which is ultimately paid by homeowners.  

What is your stance on raising taxes? How can the city balance the commercial 
tax rate vs the residential tax rate?  

I will work to maintain a low tax rate in Georgetown. Georgetown is currently carrying 
the lowest tax rate in the Austin MSA. In my first term, I pushed to lower the tax rate and 
the rate was ultimately reduced. Tax rates do not differ for commercial and residential. 
Homeowners can apply for a homestead exemption that does lower their effective rate, 
but the council does not set one rate for residential and another for commercial. 

What is the biggest concern you have heard from businesses and how do you 
plan to address these concerns? 

The issues businesses face differs based on their location. In my first term on council, 
we had the Atmos gas leak and, of course, the Covid-19 pandemic. For the gas leak, 
the council approved a waiver to sign requirements for the businesses on Williams and 
partnered with the Chamber for a grand re-opening. During Covid-19, I worked with 
residents and city staff to ultimately change policies to allow downtown businesses to 
block off parking spots to provide outdoor space. This expanded their capacity. I will 
continue to lead and support solutions for our businesses.  



 

 

 

What do you think has been our City's greatest accomplishment within the past 
10 years? 

The execution of our downtown masterplan is the greatest accomplishment in the past 
10 years. From when I began working in Georgetown in 2011 to now, the square has 
transformed from a sleepy downtown to the envy of cities all over the state. 

What makes you the ideal candidate for the City Council position?   

All candidates for public office make campaign promises claiming what they will do 
when elected. But how do they intend to get these issues on an agenda for a vote? How 
will they garner three other votes to get the agenda item passed? I have a proven track 
record of being able get issues important to me on agendas for a vote and then I get the 
votes needed to pass the item. The outdoor seating for downtown businesses is a great 
example of an issue that showed up on an agenda and it passed unanimously.  

What do you believe is the biggest threat Georgetown faces, and how would you 
address the issue if elected? 

The biggest threat is an opposition to growth. Growth is coming whether we like it or 
not. If we fight it, we will look like Austin. We must plan for growth and work to expand 
infrastructure, secure more water rights, and continue to expand public safety.  

In January 2020, the Chamber sent a letter to City Council in support of City 
Council adding downtown parking. The Chamber’s Board was indifferent on 
location and encouraged council to move forward with the addition of parking.  
As of March 2021, there has been no progress on additional parking structure in 
downtown. What is your solution for parking in downtown Georgetown?  

The solution for downtown is structured parking. The last attempted parking garage 
faced heavy opposition and I expect the next one will too. The council gave direction to 
staff to update the downtown parking study prior to Covid, and once the shutdown 
occurred, the study (and many other projects) was put on hold. I’m not aware of an ETA 
for reviving the study but now the recovery from Snowvid will most likely create more 
delay. When the next garage is attempted, the business community and those who love 
downtown must unite because there will be organized opposition.  

 

 


