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How do you define the role of a trustee? A school trustee has 3 primary 
duties: (1) to manage and protect the assets of the school district, (2) to 
employ a superintendent and (3) to set a property tax rate sufficient to fund 
the operations of the school district. 

What is your vision for Georgetown ISD? How can you help shape this as a 
trustee? My immediate vision is to make our schools have a rating of A or 
B. My longer-term vision is to ensure the best education for each student, 
whether going to college, directly into the workplace, or into the military. 

What makes you passionate about education? I am passionate about 
educating elementary age children, especially children who come to school 
with disadvantages to learning. I am concerned that if the basic foundation 
of reading, writing, and math are not well established in elementary school, 
then future education will be very difficult. 

Elected Trustees are part of what is called the Team of 8. This refers to the 
concept of trustees working with the superintendent to implement policy. What 
makes you uniquely qualified to help the trustees achieve the district’s direction 
from a team perspective? I have served on multiple boards of non-profits, 
and have chaired many of these groups. In most of these organizations, I 
worked with an executive director who had the role that the superintendent 
does with the school board. I understand the mechanics of getting to a 
consensus with a diverse group of persons. 

How do you build consensus with fellow trustees to help shape the direction of 
improving GISD? In order to build consensus, one first has to gain the trust 
of fellow trustees in regard to sincerity and confidentiality. Next, one has to 
try to really listen and understand others points of view. Finally, one must 
be willing to compromise in order to get to a negotiated solution of a 
problem. 

How do you define College, Career and Military readiness? I believe that it 
defines itself; education and training at the secondary school level to be 
academically college ready, to obtain employment after graduation, or to 
enter the military with some expectations about its structure and discipline. 



As Georgetown ISD continues to grow, what do you think is the biggest 
challenge facing the school district? The greatest challenge will be to 
concentrate on giving each student a good foundation in the basic 
curriculum of reading, writing and math by the 8th grade. 

Given the extraordinary impact COVID has had on our schools and community, 
what specific experience and skills would you bring as a trustee to support the 
district during this unique time and what is the role of the trustee in the decision-
making process? I believe that the lost academic time and knowledge from 
the Covid pandemic is best solved by professional educators, and not by 
the school board. The role of the school board is to evaluate their 
recommendations, and, if they are felt to be sound, to enable their 
implementation with adequate funding. 

What can GISD do to be the first choice of education for Georgetown residents? 
Parents will certainly rely on the reputation of a school district in deciding 
whether to put their children in public school, private school, or home 
school. The reputation of a school district depends to a large extent on its 
rating by the Texas Education Agency, which is largely based on the 
testing of students’ knowledge of the required learning objectives for their 
level of education. Therefore, if our schools successfully teach the Texas 
Essential Knowledge Skills, then the test scores over that material will be 
very good and the schools will be highly rated, giving the school district a 
good reputation, which might make the public schools be the first choice of 
parents. 

Georgetown ISD’s Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) is currently meeting to 
discuss the potential for a bond election. As a Trustee, what is your role in the 
process with the CAC? How would you evaluate the need and time of calling for 
a bond? What is the role of a Trustee in bond management? The need and 
timing of a bond issue to acquire land and to build schools is largely 
determined by demographic studies that estimate the size of the future 
student body. The board then has the responsibility to build a safe and 
functional school at a reasonable price after consulting architects and 
engineers and getting competitive bids for design and construction. 

What is the role of GISD in closing the skills gap and utilizing community 
resources? I have personally tutored elementary age students with a group 
of volunteers from my church for 5 years. I feel that our community has 
hundreds of adults that would volunteer as tutors and teachers’ aides if 
properly organized and encouraged to do so. I also believe that there is an 
opportunity for businesses in certain fields to be a part of an actively 
supervised apprenticeship program for career-oriented students. 



How do you define quality public education outcomes? There is a basic 
management principle – “You can only manage something that you can 
and do measure”. Quality public education outcomes must be supported 
by data. In Texas, the definition of a quality public education is the mastery 
of all of the learning objectives set forth by the Texas Education Agency. 
There is certainly the ability to add to this e.g. music, athletics, service 
organization participation, leadership opportunities etc., but mastery of the 
academic objectives comes first. 

 


